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This year’s themes…

WBF is part of A Year of 
Conversation 2019, a Scotland-
wide collaborative project about 
the potential for conversation to 
make our lives better

A series of events on the life 
agricultural, including the 
Yorkshire Shepherdess Amanda 
Owen and three of Galloway’s 
finest farmer-writers.

Supported by Screen Scotland, 
Bookspired is a mini-film festival 
within WBF, where cinema and 
books meet.

Epic North is a short strand that 
takes a fresh look at Northern 
European epics, from Northern 
Ireland, Scotland, Finland and 
Scandinavia.

From brewery tours to birding, 
cycling to botany, we encourage 
visitors to make the most of a trip 
to the festival by seeing what 
makes Galloway so special.

The Lost Province celebrates the 
region’s past as a melting pot, 
through new writing, translation, 
illustration, speaker events and 
even an archaeological survey.

In the UN International Year of 
Indigenous languages, we 
celebrate Scotland’s own. We 
also ask why minority languages 
matter and welcome Celtic 
cousins from Galicia. 

WigWAM is the new name for our young people’s festival, 
programmed and run by a dedicated team of volunteers aged 13-25. 
For the first time this year, you will find WigWAM events in our main 
listings. They are open to all ages – but free for under 26s.



Friday 27 September

John Bird
The Chapter Catcher
County Buildings | 5pm

John Bid’s life story is extraordinary. Homeless at the 
age of five, he would spend years in an orphanage, 
falling into petty crime and only later learning to read 
and write in prison. Yet he would go on to found the 
street newspaper The Big Issue, and in 2015 entered 
the House of Lords. Now Lord Bird wants to create a 
“revolution in reading”, starting with a new magazine, 
The Chapter Catcher. He talks about the journey that 
inspired him.

Mary Miller
Jane Haining: A Life of Love and Courage
Festival Marquee | 6.30pm

Mary Miller discusses her moving new biography of 
one of Scotland’s great heroines. In 1932, Galloway 
farmer’s daughter Jane Haining went to work at a 
Jewish school in Budapest. When the Second World 
War broke out, she went back to Hungary to try to 
protect the school’s children, a course of action that 
would lead to her arrest by the Gestapo and her death 
at Auschwitz

Ursula Buchan
Beyond the Thirty-Nine Steps
County Buildings | 12.30pm

The Thirty-Nine Steps is known around the world. But its 
author’s life was as rich as fiction. Born in Glasgow’s 
Gorbals, John Buchan was a scholar, war reporter, MP, 
minister of wartime propaganda and muchloved
Governor-General of Canada, equally at ease with fur 
trappers and prime ministers. Ursula Buchan, the 
granddaughter of “JB”, has drawn on newly discovered 
family papers to give a revealing new insight into his life, 
including the improbable love story at the heart of it.



Saturday 28 September

Eunice Olemide
How to Get Into Fashion
County Buildings | 12 Noon

Edinburgh-born supermodel, Eunice Olumide was 
signed to the catwalk when she was just 16. Since then 
she has worked all over the world for designers 
including Mulberry, Alexander McQueen and Harris 
Tweed, as well as collaborating with the V&A. Along the 
way, she has championed diversity in her industry and 
stood up for ethical fashion. She talks about a 
remarkable career.

Hannah Witton
The Hormone Diaries
The Other Tent| 3pm

Sex education and body positivity vlogger Hannah 
Witton talks about all things hormonal. Her new book, 
The Hormone Diaries, covers a range of topics from 
endometriosis and the pill to pregnancy and periods, 
offering stories from a wide variety of people.

Alan Johnson
In my Life: A Musical Memoir 
Festival Marquee| 3pm

The former Home Secretary turned bestselling author talks 
about his musical memoir, which transports the reader back 
into the world of dansettes and jukeboxes, heartfelt love 
songs and heartbreaking ballads. From Bing Crosby to David 
Bowie, he vividly brings to life the soundtrack of his life.



Sunday 29 September

Sarah Jane Douglas
Just Another Mountain
Festival Marquee| 12 Noon

In 1997, Sarah Jane Douglas lost her mother to cancer. 
Distraught, she took solace in mountains, tackling all of 
Scotland’s Munros and finally the Himalayan peak that 
had killed the man who would have been her stepfather. 
So when she was diagnosed with cancer herself, she 
treated it as “just another mountain”. She talks about her 
inspiring memoir of maternal love, recovery and 
perseverance.

Nicholas Jubber
Epic Continent
McNeillie Tent| 1.30pm

From the Odyssey to the Sagas, Europe’s great epics have 
shaped how we think about ourselves with their takes on 
sex, class, nationhood, honour and fundamentalism. 
Award-winning travel writer Nicholas Jubber introduces a 
world of gods and emperors, dragons, knights and 
princesses, asking: what lessons do these ageless tales 
still offer in turbulent times?

Shaun Bythell
Confessions of a Bookseller
Festival Marquee | 6pm

Shaun Bythell runs The Bookshop in Wigtown. It should be an 
idyll for bookworms. Unfortunately, Shaun also has to contend 
with bizarre requests from people who don’t understand what 
a shop is, home invasions during the Wigtown Book Festival, 
and his neurotic Italian assistant who likes digging for river mud 
to make poultices. He tells all about his new set of bestselling 
diaries.



Monday 30 September

William Clegg
Under the Wig
County Buildings| 10.30am

Leading murder case lawyer William Clegg QC revisits his 
most intriguing trials, from the acquittal of Colin Stagg and 
shooting of Jill Dando, to Nazi war crimes. In doing so he 
reveals his profession’s secrets, from personal rivalries to 
pressures on the right to a fair trial.

Catherine Simpson
When I Had A Little 
Sister
McNeillie Tent | 3pm

Catherine Simpson talks about her riveting, unsentimental 
account of growing up in a near-silent farming household, 
and her quest to discover why her sister killed herself. 
Drawing on her sister’s diaries, Simpson has turned grief 
into a moving addition to the literature of mental illness 
and rural life.

Norman Bissell
Barnhill
McNeillie Tent | 12 Noon

Who was the man behind 1984? Norman Bissell 
discusses Barnhill, his novel about George Orwell’s 
time on Jura. It reveals the author’s private side – his 
love life, devotion to his son and declining health as 
he struggled to deliver his masterpiece.



Tuesday 1 October

Doddie Weir
My Name’5 Doddie
Festival Marquee| 3pm

Rugby legend Doddie Weir talks about his life-affirming 
autobiography, which details his remarkable career for 
Scotland and the Lions. Since revealing in 2017 that he 
had motor neurone disease, he has been a tireless 
campaigner for MND research, setting up the My 
Name’5 Doddie Foundation.

Denise Mina
Conviction
Festival Marquee| 4.30pm

The multiple award-winning author of The Long Drop, 
Denise Mina presents her compelling and original new 
thriller. Conviction features a strong female protagonist 
who is obsessed by true crime podcasts and decides to 
investigate one of the unsolved crimes herself. Do 
not try this at home. “The woman who may be 
Britain’s finest living crime novelist,” Daily Telegraph. 
“Entirely compulsive,” Ann Cleeves.

Harry Baker
I Am 10,000
The Other Tent| 6pm

World Slam Champion Harry Baker is 10,000 days old. 
Celebrate with him. From winning a Battle of the 
Bands competition with a Jay-Z maths homage, to his 
prime number poetry TED talk watched online by 
millions, his love of language and logic has got him 
through literal marathons and seen him rap battle in 
front of Ice Cube. “The greatest performer on Earth,” 
BBC Radio 1.



Wednesday 2 October

Karen Campbell
The Sound of the Hours
McNeillie Tent| 3pm

Tuscany, 1943. As 17-year-old Vittoria falls in love with a 
black American soldier, her country is torn in two. Should 
she side with her Scots-Italian father or her Fascist 
mother? The Dumfries & Galloway-based author of the 
acclaimed After the Fire introduces her thrilling new 
novel.

Gareth Williams
Unravelling the Double Helix
County Buildings | 10.30am

Did James Watson and Francis Crick really “discover” 
DNA? Not exactly. The true story unfolds like a 
detective story, full of heroes and villains, brilliant 
deductions, false leads and dreadful mistakes. Professor 
Gareth Williams of Bristol University sets the record 
straight. “Truly superb,” Matt Ridley, The Times.

Kathleen Jamie
Surfacing
County Buildings | 6pm

Kathleen Jamie is winner of the Saltire Book of the Year 
and the Costa Award for Poetry. She talks about her 
new book, Surfacing, which blends memoir, cultural 
history and travelogue, exploring how the changing 
natural world alters our sense of time.



Thursday 3 October 

Andrew Lownie
The Mountbattens
County Buildings| 10.30am

Louis was last Viceroy of India, supreme Allied commander 
of Southeast Asia in the Second World War and 
matchmaker to the Queen; Edwina was once Britain’s 
richest woman. Together they knew everyone, from 
Salvador Dali to Grace Kelly. Prize-winning 
biographer Andrew Lownie offers a nuanced portrayal of 
two very unusual people and their complex marriage, 
marking the 40th anniversary of Lord Mountbatten’s 
assassination by the IRA.

Matthew Parris
Fracture
Festival Marquee| 1.30pm

Drawing on his BBC Radio 4 series Great Lives, the Times 
columnist Matthew Parris explores the theory that genius crawls 
from the wreckage of a fractured childhood. By exploring the lives 
of eminent historical figures, from Freddie Mercury to Marie 
Curie, he seeks to locate the pivotal experiences that unlocked 
their brilliance. Without these early traumas and hardships, the 
gifts they possessed may have lain dormant – depriving us of 
some of the most remarkable talents we have ever known.

Catherine Czercawska
A Proper Person to be Detained
County Buildings| 6pm

Ayrshire-based novelist Catherine 
Czerkawska introduces her new non-fiction work, 
which details the murder of her great-great-uncle in 
Leeds on Christmas night 1881. The book explores how 
one terrible incident would affect the women of her 
family for generations and reveals the prejudice faced 
by 19th century Irish immigrants.



Friday 4 October

Amanda Owen
Adventures of the 
Yorkshire Shepherdess
Festival Marquee| 6pm

She is an author, social media star and mother – but, most 
famously, Amanda Owen is a shepherdess. Her family starred in 
the Channel 5 series Our Yorkshire Farm and ITV’s The Dales, 
and her books The Yorkshire Shepherdess, A Year in the Life of 
the Yorkshire Shepherdess and Adventures of the Yorkshire 
Shepherdess are all bestsellers. Amanda explains how a girl 
from urban Huddersfield came to run a 2000-acre hill farm, 
overseeing a flock of 1000 sheep, nine children, 120 cows, eight 
horses and seven dogs.

Arabella Weir
Does My Mum Loom Big in This?
Festival Marquee| 7.30pm

The mother of all confessional shows from the bestselling 
author and star of The Fast Show and Two Doors Down. A show 
for everyone who’s had a mother or been a mother, featuring 
hair-raising hilarious true stories from Arabella’s dysfunctional 
childhood and life as a single working mother.

Jan Carson
The Fire Starters
McNeillie Tent| 7.30pm

One of Northern Ireland’s most exciting writers 
talks about The Fire Starters, winner of the EU 
Prize for Literature 2019. Set in Belfast 16 years 
after the Troubles, the novel tells the story of two 
fathers facing a crisis during a summer of deep 
social unrest. It’s a stirring look at parenthood, 
love, sacrifice, magic and wonder.



Saturday 5 October

Ruth Davidson
Yes She Can
Festival Marquee | 3pm

Ruth Davidson became leader of the Scottish Conservative 
Party in 2011, just six months after becoming an MSP. Yes She 
Can combines the revealing story of her own rise with her 
conversations with 17 mouldbreaking women in fields as 
diverse as science, politics, the military, business and sport. 
They share the highs and lows of their journeys to the top, 
and impart lessons learned on the way.

Gerda Stevenson
Quines
McNeillie Tent | 12 Noon

Poet and actor Gerda Stevenson reads from her tribute to 
Scotland’s women. Featuring monologues in Scots and 
English, Quines charts the contributions made by some 
remarkable women from ancient times to the 21st century: 
singers, politicians, a fish-gutter, queens, a marine engineer, 
scientists and even a whole football team!

Kamal Ahmed
The Life and Times of a Very British Man
Festival Marquee | 4.30pm 

Kamal Ahmed, BBC editorial director and former 
economics editor, is half English, half Sudanese. He 
describes his childhood as “very British” in every way 
– except that he’s “brown”. His sparky memoir of 
growing up mixed race in the 1970s is both a highly 
personal story and a chronicle of Britain’s changing 
attitudes to race. He explains why, despite it all, he 
remains optimistic about the future.



Sunday 6 October

Paula McGuire
Must Try Harder
The Other Tent| 1.30pm

After 30 years of social anxiety and panic attacks, Paula 
McGuire decided to turn her life around. Her heartwarming 
and insightful book tells the story of how she “bit the bullet” 
and trained in all 17 Commonwealth Games sports and to be 
an astronaut, as well as trying to swim around Britain despite 
a terror of water.

Ross Barnett
The Missing Lynx
McNeillie Tent| 3pm

Using the latest science, palaeontologist Ross 
Barnettrecreates Britain 15,000 years ago, home to lions, 
lynxes, bears, wolves and bison. He asks: Where did they go 
and why? Might they come back? And, if it’s possible, should 
we bring them back? As the world faces a “sixth 
extinction”, The Missing Lynx is a timely investigation of these 
disappearances.

Geoffrey Robertson
Rather His Own Man
McNeillie Tent| 3pm

In his revealing and very funny memoir, Geoffrey 
Robertson QC recalls battles on behalf of George 
Harrison and Julian Assange, Salman Rushdie, Mike 
Tyson and the Sex Pistols. How did a pimply 
comprehensive schoolboy end up founding the UK’s 
leading human rights practice and become a first 
line of defence for troublemakers around the world? 
The legendary barrister spills the beans.



Big Wig

Vivian French
The Steam Whistle Theatre Company
The Print Room 
Mon 30 Sept | 1.30pm

Martyn Ford
Chester Parsons Is Not a Gorilla 
The Print Room 
Sat 28 Sept | 3pm

Debi Gliori
The Bookworm
Wigtown Primary, The Hall 
Sun 29 Sept | 3pm

Dark and deadly deeds, piratical plots and poor little 
orphans. A wonderful adventure of a family theatre-
troupe struggling to avoid financial ruin, but will their 
plans be foiled by Olio Sleevery? Eccentric characters, 
an exuberant plot, and a twist at the end!

When Chester Parsons learns he can mind jump, he 
becomes the latest global wonder. But when he leaps 
into the brain of Tito the gorilla his body disappears and 
he can’t jump back! Will he be stuck forever? Martyn 
Ford brings his mind-boggling, hilarious and thought-
provoking new book to life in this lively, interactive 
workshop where you can create your own story.

Perfect for any child who has ever wanted a pet of their 
own. A funny and light-hearted tale of Max’s pet worm 
who suddenly grows spikes and breathes smoke! 
Dragons don’t exist, do they?



Visual Arts

The Map House
Former Bank of Scotland Building, 
21 North Main St
Daily
Free

Pots, Prints & Pages
Craigard Gallery, 
13 North Main St
Daily, 10am-5pm
Free

The Map House is a new pop-up venue exploring Galloway’s history –
from its Celtic origins to the present day – through place-names and 
the medium of cartography. Leading Scottish illustrator Eilidh
Muldoon will be among a number of artists taking inspiration from 
maps, while visitors will be encouraged to create their own, however 
idiosyncratic. There will also be a number of drop-ins and events, 
including a Day of Gaelic for all on both 4th and 5th October.

Printmaker Pamela Grace is joined by potter Claire Dawdry and 
resident bookbinder Sarah Stewart in this exhibition exploring 
the works of three of the region’s finest artisans. Printmaking and 
bookbinding workshops will accompany the exhibition 
throughout the festival.



Performance

The Hidden
Wigtown Library | Throughout the first 
weekend

Somebody has gone missing. But there are clues to 
their disappearance, hidden in library books, 
written on index cards, and on bookshop shelves. 
Your mission, if you choose to accept it, is to crack 
the mystery, working as a team to rewrite history. 
Visible Fictions’ sell-out interactive experience for 
small groups of teenagers and adults comes to 
Wigtown for the first time.

Bookspired

Supported by Screen Scotland, Bookspired is a 
mini-film festival within WBF19, where cinema and 
books meet. Films include 1984, The Snow 
Goose and Angelou on Burns, Elly M Taylor’s 
remarkable documentary about Maya Angelou’s 
fascination with Scotland’s national bard.
In association with Driftwood Cinema

Fallen Fruit
The Print Room
Fri 4 Oct | 4pm

Katherina Radeva’s acclaimed one-woman show 
inspired by her pre1989 Bulgarian childhood. As 
the Berlin Wall falls in 1989, a girl looks forward 
to life beyond communism. In 2019, Britain 
leaves the EU while Europe celebrates 30 years 
since the end of the Cold War.



How to Book

There are three ways to book your tickets…

1. Online 2.Phone 3. Visit our Box Office

Visit 
wigtownbookfestival.com to 

see our full programme.

Call us on 01988 403222 and 
speak to our helpful staff or 

volunteers. 

Come and see us at Number 
11, North Main Street, 

Wigtown, DG8 9HN



Thanks to our Funders


