
H ere we are at the start of another Summer 
and as usual a packed variety of events are 
scheduled in and around Kirkcudbright. 

From Farmers markets to Art Exhibitions, Classic car 
rallies to Scottish nights on a Thursday, the annual 
Jazz Festival in June to the Arts and Crafts Festival 
in August. The Kirkcudbright Food Festival returns 
in October with chef demonstrations, wine tastings, 
food stalls and informal food talks. Our thanks as 
always go to the unsung heroes who voluntarily give 
up their time to make Kirkcudbright the envy of the 

region with such a wonderful selection of events.  
2019 also marks the 30th anniversary since  
Sue and I came to live and work in Dumfries 
and Galloway and we honestly can’t think 
of anywhere we’d rather be than this 
unique corner of Scotland. Wishing you all 
a wonderful Summer and many thanks  
for all your support both at the hotel  
and at The Kirkcudbright Galleries Café. 
                                       
                         Chris Walker |  Proprietor

Selkirk Arms
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Welcome to our Summer newsletter.

H
otel owner Chris 

Walker cycled the new 

South West Scotland 

300 mile cycle route in April 

in a collaboration with local 

businesses and clubs. The idea 

was to film the 4 day cycle in 

order to promote the regions 

wealth of quiet back roads and 

for the route to sit side by side 

with the already established  

 

South West Coastal 300 –  
a driving and touring route. 
Accompanied by the SW300 
designer Nipper Varney, 
two other friends and local 
photographer and film maker 
Giles Atkinson, the five set off 
to capture the regions stunning 
scenery. The videos, maps and 
route descriptions can now be 
seen at the new site:  
www.sw300.net 

CHRIS CYCLES THE SW300
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Chris

Christmas  
Party Nights  
& Festive Fayre

I know… it’s not even August and 
we’ve launched our Christmas Party 
dates and menus. We’ll be running 
4 Party night dates this year the 6th, 
7th, 13th and 14th December which 
include a 4 course festive dinner, 
dancing, quiz and games and are 
priced at £32.50pp or take advantage 
of our Stay and Party rate of £65pp 
inclusive of party and overnight 
accommodation with breakfast. 
 > Full details are on our website and 
menus and flyers are at reception.

Join us for our Gourmet Night & Kirkcudbright Food Festival
Our 16th Gourmet Night will take place on Thursday 24th 
October ahead of the Kirkcudbright Food Festival which 
officially opens on the Friday. Jason Baillie from Enotria 
wines will match 5 wines with our 7 course gourmet dinner 
prepared by Head Chef Ryan Millar and the team. Places go 
quickly so please book well in advance - the cost inclusive 
of all wines, canapes and dinner is £65pp. Kirkcudbright’s 
Food Festival will then be on over the weekend of the 
26/27th October with a packed program of events and 
chef demonstrations including a vegetarian cookery 
demonstration from our own sous chef Melissa Maxwell. 
> Full details of the weekend’s events are on the website and 
facebook page: www.facebook.com/kirkcudbrightfoodfest
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T
his June will be the 30th anniversary of the hotel owners 

Chris & Sue Walker arriving in Dumfries and Galloway to 

take on The Creebridge House Hotel in Newton Stewart. 

The pair (pictured left) all those years ago had the Creebridge for 

13 years, The Masonic Arms in Gatehouse of Fleet for 5 years and 

have been here at The Selkirk for 12 years. Chris once appeared 

on Radio 2 with Debbie Thrower and had a TV series “Spoon 

with a view” on Border TV in the early 90’s. This year will see 

a celebratory menu running throughout June and July with 

some of the old classics such as Filo Parcels of Lamb (a dish Chris 

won the Scottish Lamb Challenge with in 1992 ), Ecclefechan 

butter Tart,  Chicken Maryland, Prawn and Avocado cocktail 

and Jackie’s Chicken Curry with red onions. Chris said “when 

we look back over the years we’ve had some great staff to work 

with, made some great friends and have had a truly amazing set 

of loyal customers who have followed us. 30 years just seems to 

have flown by and we’d like to thank all our current team, past 

team members and customers for letting us be part of their lives”.

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS 
OF HOSPITALITY IN DUMFRIES + GALLOWAY

29/30  NOVEMBER 
 21 /22  FEBRUARY 

£269pp
2 nights 

 Dinner, bed and breakfast 

return this winter.
STARGAZING BREAKS 
Stargazing break with resident astronomer Steve Owens - Weekend 
break includes lectures, trips out to the Dark Sky Park and is ideal for 
those new to Stargazing or the more experienced. A great gift idea!...

Full details are on our website under the ‘See and Do’ heading. 

30
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kirkcudbright Modern Makers  
4TH MAY – 18TH AUGUST 2019 
This exhibition highlights 
artists and crafts 
people currently 
living or working 
in Kirkcudbright. 
Kirkcudbright 
is known as the 
Artists Town, and we 
hope this exhibition 
demonstrates that there 
is a wealth of varied talent 
still practising in the town. The 
exhibition showcases the diversity of 
Kirkcudbright’s artistic community, 
through media type and influences. 
Explore artistic practices including 
(but not limited to) drawing, painting, 
mixed media, sculpture, installation, 
printmaking, illustration, woodworking 
and furniture, ceramics, textiles, 
silversmithing and jewellery. 

Charles Oppenheimer - His Art  
22ND JUNE – 1ST SEPT 2019
Charles Oppenheimer, his father a 
German Jewish immigrant and his 
mother a Scots Wee Free, was born in 
1875 in Manchester where he grew up, 
studied and entered his family’s mosaic 

manufacturing business.  A chance 
meeting in that city drew him 

in 1909, aged thirty three, 
to Kirkcudbright. His 

new career as an artist 
blossomed only to be 
interrupted by service at 

the front in the Great War. 
Returning in 1919 he lived 

in the town until his death in 
1961. A hill walker and angler he 

loved the outdoor life and found the 
superb light and the beautiful Galloway 
countryside a constant inspiration. He 
also painted in Italy, Switzerland and 
France producing some wonderful 
canvasses a number of which feature in 
this exhibition. His work demonstrates 
mastery of both oil and watercolour 
mediums.

ART  EXH IB I T IONS  
AT KIRKCUDBRIGHT 
GALLERIES

Visit our website www.selkirkarmshotel.co.uk  
to buy online Gift Vouchers. You can buy monetary 
vouchers, afternoon tea vouchers and speciality 
break vouchers. Vouchers can be emailed or posted 
to the recipient via our on line system. Please 
note that all our old style vouchers need to be 
redeemed by the end of 2019 as of 2020 only the 
new online vouchers will be redeemable and all 
have a use within a year of purchase date mark.

GIVE THE GIFT  
OF A VOUCHER

 
 
 
The team at the Galleries Café 
launched a new menu in April, 
retaining the favourites such 
as the quiche and focaccia 
of the day but extending the 
cake range to include more 
gluten free and vegan options 
along with the addition of 
a delicious Cornish style 
pastie. Your feedback on our 
selection is always welcome 
and any suggestions for new 
products and ideas are always 
taken on board.

Kirkcudbright 
Galleries Café 
NEWS

 For special offers, event information and to book accommodation - visit our new website:  W W W. S E L K I R K A R M S H O T E L . C O . U K

Two  new local real ale 
breweries have joined the 
well established Sulwath 
Brewers to offer quality 
local beers. Five Kingdoms 
brewery is a micro brewery 
established by the Steam 
Packet Hotel in the Isle of 
Whithorn, they currently 
brew 6 ales of which we 
have started to guest 
Dark Storm, Bitter X and 
McAsh. Lowland Brewery 

in Lockerbie is also a new kid on the 
block and is out of the stalls quickly with 
a couple of crackers we’ve had on tap, 
Dryfsdale and Twa Dugs. Sulwath’s ever 
popular Grace returns for a summer stint 
along with the cracking real ale style 
lager Galloway Gold.

TRY OUR 
NEW LOCAL 
REAL ALES  
 

£30pp

Our fantastic  
30 year  

celebration offer...

(*Based on 2 persons sharing a twin or 
double room and subject to availability. 
Offer available Sun-Thurs. Min 2 nights)

.......................................................  Book online at
www.selkirkarmshotel.co.uk  

 and enter the Promo code:  
3OYEARS

STAY IN 
 OCT, NOV OR DEC ‘19  

FOR JUST 

*


